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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



life group study guide 

MARKED BY PRAYER 

 
September 23, 2012 

 

 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 



life group study guide 

eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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MARKED BY PRAYER 

 
September 23, 2012 

 

 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 
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THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 



life group study guide 

• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 



life group study guide 

• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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MARKED BY PRAYER 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



life group study guide 

MARKED BY PRAYER 

 
September 23, 2012 

 

 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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MARKED BY PRAYER 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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MARKED BY PRAYER 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 
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does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 



life group study guide 

eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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MARKED BY PRAYER 

 
September 23, 2012 

 

 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 
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THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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MARKED BY PRAYER 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 



life group study guide 

• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 



life group study guide 

eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 

does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does does not work through methods, but through men.  He does not come on machinery, but on men.  He does 

not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 
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THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 
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 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 

“What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel 

methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can usmethods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use, men e, men e, men e, men of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost of prayer, men mighty in prayer.  The Holy Ghost 
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not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men not anoint plans, but men ––––    men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)men of prayer.”  (E.M. Bounds)    

 

THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



life group study guide 

MARKED BY PRAYER 

 
September 23, 2012 

 

 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 6-7) 

“…The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  (James 5:16) 
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THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

 

Prayer is an absolute priority for a Christian.  In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul says, "I urge you, first of all, 

to pray for all people”. The word "first" is an adverb that speaks of that which is first in time, 

place, order, and importance.  Before you preach, teach, serve, give – anything – pray!  When 

life is good we should pray, but when life is bad, we HAVE TO PRAY! We have nowhere else to 

go! We of all people should be committed to a life of prayer in good times and bad. 

2 Timothy 3:14 - “But you must continue in the things which you have learned  (commitment); 

and been assured of (conviction),...”.  It's not enough to just have conviction – we must also be 

committed.  Commitment must follow conviction.    A Christian must commit to being a man of 

prayer. 

 Q.  How far will the Lord go to find a committed person?  2 Chronicles 16:9 

 Q.  What results will result from committed praying?  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Q.  Why has God chosen prayer to be the means whereby he is moved to do what he has 

already ordained that He would do?  (Psalm 50:15; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-8; Luke 

11:9-10) 

 Q.  What does God expect of us?  (Psalm 8:6) 

 Q.  Ask - “If we ask anything” – Why ask at all? 

 Q.  Seek – “According to His will” – What should we ask for? 

Q.  Knock – If we know that we have the requests which we have asked, how should we 

properly pray for them? 

 

Why does God require man to pray?  Can't God just do what He wants?  The best answer is - He 

chose to.  God, for His own mysterious and glorious reasons, determined to bring glory to His 

name through the prayers of His people. God is honored by our asking.  He will have to sort out 

the things that are not His will and are not good for us.  But we are never more in God's will 

than when we are praying.  The devil will do anything and say anything to keep us off our knees, 

for he knows that going before the Father in Jesus’ name is what makes us Christian warriors. 

Explore the relationships between these Bible passages about the workings of prayer - 
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• Abraham - Genesis 15:13-14 – and – Moses praying - Exodus 3:7-9 

• Jeremiah – Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10 - and  - Daniel praying – Daniel 9 

• Jeremiah – Ezra 1:1-4 - and Ezra praying – Ezra 8 &  9 

• Daniel – Daniel 9:25 - and – Nehemiah praying 

◦ Prophesies about the coming of the Messiah - (Isaiah 7:14; Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 11; 

Micah 5:2 – and - Anna and Simeon praying – Luke 2 

• Jesus’ promise – Acts 1:5-8 - and - the disciples praying – Acts 1:14 

 

The basis of prayer is faith.  (Hebrews 11:1)  If we don't pray, we don't have faith!  (Hebrews 

11:5-6)  Faith is simply throwing ourselves with abandon and total confidence in God.  And even 

though we can't see Him right now and we can't understand what He is doing, we know Him. 

And we believe.  The bottom line is - we pray in faith and wait for God to answer.  It's that easy.  

John 14:1 - “Believe also in me” - leave everything to Him and be uncertain how He will answer, 

but be absolutely certain that He will.  We are not uncertain of God,  just uncertain of what he is 

going to do next. He has given us the answer - John 14:13 - “You can ask for anything in my 

name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father”.  (John 15:7; John16:24)   

“Today I believe; tomorrow (or at some point in the future) I receive. The distance between 

today and tomorrow is called walking by faith.”  (James MacDonald)  The point of prayer is not 

to get answers from God, but to have perfect and complete oneness with Him, to know the 

mind of God. 

“Beware in your prayers, above everything else, of limiting God, not only by unbelief, but by 

fancying that you know what He can do.  Expect unexpected things “above all we ask or 

think”.  (Andrew Murray) 

 

Q.Q.Q.Q.  Do you ever examine your prayer life? What do you pray for? 1 Samuel 12:23;  Acts 

7:59, 60; Matthew 18:18 

Q. Who do you pray for?  Who prays for you?  Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:34 

 Q.  How much time do you pray every day?  Is the amount of time we spend praying       

              important? 

Q.  John 17 – Was Jesus just using the prayer to teach us lessons about prayer?  John 

17:5;11;17-20 

 

For most of us, prayer is usually viewed as a quiet meditative activity.  There is a time to be 

quiet.  There is a time to be still, to know and enjoy the awesomeness of God's presence.  But 

prayer is alive with praise, with warmth, and full of power.  And it is also unsettling in its 

violence.  Not in the violence of its practice, but in its violence of its impact when it is used. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 

of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 

heavenly places”. Ephesians 6:12  (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us - "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
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thought to make it obedient to Christ”. 

 

Thessalonica, a city of ancient Greece, was where the first evidence of the living force of the 

church began.  Acts 17:6, 7 - “They that have turned the world upside down are come hither 

also.  They do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”.  It 

always boils down to Kingship....kingdom...who's in charge. The world was slowly “being turned 

upside down.”  The tremors had spread slowly from Samaria to Antioch and now across the face 

of the Roman empire.  But the empire that was being challenged wasn't Caesar’s, but Satan's. 

The early chapters of the book of Acts describes what could be called “heavenly havoc” being 

brought about by the apostles and believers. And on every page we see the one thing that 

triggered this “heavenly havoc” - prayer.  The book of Acts shows us praying believers who 

invaded the impossible. While in prayer, the house where they were was shaken, they are filled 

and later refilled with the Holy Spirit.  Then people are healed, invalids recover, minds are 

restored, demons cast out, prison gates were opened, sorcerers baptized, and miracles 

performed everywhere.   The invasion is always preceded by prayer, sustained by prayer, and 

accomplished with prayer.  They prayed and then commanded cripples to walk.  They prayed, 

and the number of believers grew daily. They prayed and then marched into the world with 

truth, life overturning death, light driving out darkness, turning the world upside down. 

  We are to be praying for His will to be done in our lives, so that we might bring glory to Him 

here on earth as He is also glorified in heaven. We need to do things His way, instead of selfishly  

doing our own things to satisfy our own desires. (Matthew 6:10) 

   Q.   What is the result of this kind of prayer ?  (John 14:12-14) 

 Q.   How can we do anything greater than what Jesus Himself did? (Matthew 9:38) 

 

Greater works!   There is something we can be, but will never be, apart from Jesus Christ. Think 

of your day-to-day life.  Jesus can make you a loving person you will never be without Him. Jesus 

can make you a forgiving person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a serving 

person you can never be apart from Him. Jesus can make you a witnessing person you can never 

be apart from Him.   Jesus can make you a prayer warrior you can never be apart from Him.  

Prayer is the greater work.  Commitment and expectation of that sort enables us to tackle the 

impossible. Add to that the divine factor -- the plus of Christ's power -- and you have the story 

of countless millions of persons who have proven what Jesus said was true: "Greater works than 

these will you do”. 

The power of prayer is not the result of the person praying. Rather, the power resides in the 

God who is being prayed to. (1 John 5:14-15)  No matter the person praying, the passion behind 

the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His 

will. His answers are not always yes, but are always in our best interest. When our desires line 

up with His will, we will come to understand that in time. When we pray passionately and 

purposefully, according to God's will, God responds powerfully. God's purpose is unchangeable.   

The power of prayer has overcome enemies (Psalm 6:9-10), conquered death (2 Kings 4:3-36), 

brought healing (James 5:14-15), and defeated demons (Mark 9:29). God, through prayer, opens 
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eyes, changes hearts, heals wounds, and grants wisdom (James 1:5). The power of prayer 

should never be underestimated because it draws on the glory and might of the infinitely 

powerful God of the universe! (Daniel 4:35) 

John Wesley once said - “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it. God will do 

nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer”. Think of it.  All of the blessings God 

would pour out in our lives, our families and our world only come as we pray.  If we don't pray, 

things that God would do he doesn't because we don't pray. 

James 5:16 “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results”. 

Intense, prevailing prayer will triumph.  We can “turn this world upside down.”  We are called to 

do just that.  God doesn't need to be convinced.  But Hell's gates must be. They will prevail until 

we do.  “Prayer does not change the purpose of God, but it does change the actions of God. “ 

(Chuck Smith) 

 Matthew 19:26  - “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible”.   

“We see that nothing is set before us as an object of expectation from the Lord 

which we are not enjoined to ask of Him in prayer, so true it is that prayer digs up 

those treasures which the Gospel of our Lord discovers to the eye of faith. The 

necessity and utility of this exercise of prayer no words can sufficiently express”.  

(John Calvin) 

 

 

 

 

 
 


